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President: Anne Bridley a . 

Secretary: Jane Cleary © 
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Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, ere 
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Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (43 4063) 
Equipment Officer: Ian Fenselau 

_ Vice Chairman: John Guley Le 


Hromby Coven a payee ecto cee eee 
_ Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 2. ) 
The photo, taken in spring last year, shows some very interesting lerps (made by psyllids 
or lerp insects of the genus Creiis) on Bull Mallee, Eucalyptus behriana in the Whipstick 
_ One can go on for ever in this series of pests of eucalypts! 
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Economics of Conservation 
Author: W. N. Holsworth 


Protecting the Box-Ironbark Forest 
Ecosystem will be the thrust of our 
conservation activities in 1997. A review 
by the Land Conservation Council is under 
way and the Study Area Report will be 
available in May or June. Our contribution 
to the process of writing the Draft 
Recommendations will be a major 
undertaking of the Club this year. To assist 
us in understanding this ecosystem, and 
conservation practices generally, we have 


arranged a syllabus weighted towards . 


conservation. 


Before we can convince the public and the 
politicians that conservation is important we 
must understand it ourselves. One line of 
argument often used against conservation is 
that it is not good economics to create Parks 
and Reserves. Fortunately the opposite is 
frequently the case and the evidence has 
recently been well documented in a 
publication by the IUCN (International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources). A task force of the 
IUCN Commission for National Parks and 
Protected Areas, headed by an Australian, 
proposes a standard method for valuing 
costs and benefits. 


The following statements are taken from a 


summary of their report that appeared in the 
IUCN Bulletin 4/95. 


"Environmental protection is often 
couched in terms of trying achieve a 
balance between leaving areas in their 
natural state and developing or exploiting 
them - a constrictive and misleading 
paradigm. In some industry/environmental 
categories, there are solutions where the 


environment and the economy can win 
simultaneously, what we call a 'niche 
growth’ paradigm rather than a ‘balance’ 
paradigm. 

"Protected areas are often 
significant revenue-earning entities and can 
make an important contribution to local 
economies. For instance, Canada achieves 
some US$6.5 billion in annual Gross 
Domestic Product from expenditure of 
participants in natural areas- and wildlife- 
related activities. This sustains 159,000 
jobs and creates $2.5 billion in tax revenue 
each year. Australia receives of $2 billion in 
expenditure from eight national parks. 

"Protection can also be more 
valuable than competing uses. In Australia, 
it was discovered that water production in 
the catchment area of the Upper Thompson 
dam in Victoria was more valuable to the 
local community than timber production 
from the same land. Removal of the timber 
and disruption of the runoff would have 
resulted in a net economic loss. 

"In each of these cases, the 
economy is demonstrably receiving a boost 
from the existence of protected areas and 
indigenous natural landscapes. Far from 
being locked up and lost to local users, 
these areas represent an opportunity for 
sustainable industries and for the generation 
of financial returns. With proper 
management, the ‘product’ on offer can be 
sold over and over again without 
diminishing its value. 

"The Report identifies ten types of 
activity related to protected areas which can 
benefit the economy. These include 
tourism, natural services, water production, 
mitigation of natural disasters, breeding 
habitat, subsistence living, and commercial 
activities. But there is evidence that many 
benefits are overlooked, even when a 
valuation exercise is conducted. This leads 
to reduced levels of conservation as well as 
reduced wealth, income and jobs. It is clear 
that policy mistakes which undersupply 
conservation are likely to be very costly and 
may condemn economies to perpetual 
poverty. 

The Report recommends a 
standardised valuation methodology be 
adopted, and this is described fully in the 
text. The methodology provides sound 
guidance for those unfamiliar with 
measuring costs and benefits." 


Bird Observations - December 1996 . 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Australasian Grebe (1), Kennington Reservoir, 11/9/96 
Black Duck (16 + family of 7 young), Kennington Reservoir, 11/9/96 
Musk Duck (1), Kennington Reservoir, 22/11/96 


Collared Sparrowhawk (1 nesting), Coliban Water Reserve, 3/12/96 
Collared Sparrowhawk (1), Collins Crt, Strathdale, 5/12/96 
Brown Goshawk (9 nests with young, 1000 acre area), Sutton Grange, Late November 
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Square-tailed Kite (1), Costerfield, November ’96 

Fork-tailed Kite (1), Sedgwick/Nth Harcourt Rd. 28/11/96 
Black-shouldered Kite (1), Kangaroo Gully Rd/Creek, 10-11/11/96 
Black Falcon (1), Nth of Terrick Terrick, 20/11/96 

Australian Kestrel (1), Powell St, White Hills, 18/9/96 


Eastern Rosella (3), Lazarus St., Golden Square, 6/12/96 


Pallid Cuckoo (1), McIvor Hill, Strath Hill, 14/10/96 


Sacred Kingfisher (1), Lazarus St., Golden Square, 16/11/96 


Rufous Songlark (1), Kangaroo Gully Creek, 1/12/96 


Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike (1), Strathdale 


Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike (3), Kennington Reservoir, 11/9/96 


Grey-crowned Babbler (65), Benwill State Forest, Koondrook, 24-29/11/96 


Weebill (2 + nest), Sedgwick, 3/12/96 


Blue-faced Honeyeater (2), Strathfieldsaye, 14/10/96 
Painted Honeyeater (1), Kingower State Forest, 3/12/96 


Olive-backed Oriole (2), Kennington Reservoir, 15/10/96 


Death on Kennington Reservoir 
Author: Bev Culvenor 


I regularly walk around Kennington 
Reservoir early in the morning, always 
observing the bird life and keeping some, 
probably very unscientific, records. A 
common resident during the past few years 
has been one Musk Duck, however it has 
been absent during the winter and early 
Spring months. 

On 22nd November I was walking along 
the eastern edge of the water when I noticed 


that the Musk Duck had returned. At the 
same time my attention was diverted by a 
water rat swimming parallel to the water’s 
edge. Suddenly there was agitated 
splashing as the Musk Duck rocketed 
across the surface of the water towards two 
very young Pacific ducklings swimming, 
by the waters’ edge, about 30 metres away. 
The Musk Duck snatched one duckling into 
its beak and violently tossed it away. I 
didn’t see it again. The Musk Duck then 
snatched the second duckling. For several 
minutes it tossed it around and at one stage 


held it in its beak and swam while holding 
the tiny bird underwater. Then it began 
violently tossing it around again. 

Finally it seemed to tire of its sport and left 
the duckling floating upside down on the 
surface of the water. Its tiny legs gave a 
few twitches and was then still. 

There was one adult Pacific Black Duck 
swimming close by but it made no attempt 
to intervene. 


Bendigo Mining NL proposes to 
develop two Open Cut gold mining 
pits and a Cyanide Heap Leach 
Treatment plant at Kangaroo Flat 
Author: Kerrie Norris 


The Birds South Site is bounded by the 
Melbourne - Bendigo Railway Line to the 
west, Chapel St. to the north, Kangaroo 
Gully Rd. to the east and private land to the 
south. 

Kangaroo Gully Creek flows south to north 
through the site. 


The project will involve excavation of gold 
bearing ore and waste rock which will be 
placed in mounds on the site to the height 
of 15m. At completion of the mining phase 
(12 months), an open cut of 40m deep by 
100m wide by 450m long will remain. Ore 
will be transported to the nearby proposed 
Carshalton mine for treatment by the 
cyanide heap leach method. 


The Carshalton site is approximately one 
kilometre north-east of the South Birds 


area. It is bounded by Diamond Hill Rd. to 
the east, Ham St. to the north, public land 
to the south and a powerline easement to 
the west A good portion of the site is 
within the Diamond Hill Historic Reserve. 
At completion of the mining phase, an open 
cut of 35m deep by 70m wide by 900m 
long will remain. 


“Heap-leaching” is a modern method of 
recovering gold from ore. The ore is 
crushed and laid out in large heaps on 


plastic sheets and sprayed with a dilute 


_ solution of sodium cyanide. The cyanide 


dissolves the gold as it percolates through 
the ore The solution is collected and the 
gold is precipitated out (Pearce 1996 p.14). 


The Environmental Effects Statement (EES) 
required by the Minister for Planning in 
elation to the proposed projects by Bendigo 
Mining NL. is due to be released mid 
february. summaries of draft reports have 
been made available to the public. 


References: 

Brochure: “Birds South/Carshalton Mining 
Proposal LANDSCAPE REHABILI- 
TATION”. Bendigo Mining NL. 


S.G.Mueck and L. Williams (draft) Flora 
and Fauna Assessment, South Birds and 
Carshalton Projects. Kangaroo Flat, 
Victoria. Nov. 1996 for Bendigo Mining 


NL. 


F. Pearce ‘Caught in the Gold Rush’ 
NEW SCIENCE 11 May 1996 p.14-15 


Summary of (draft) Flora and Fauna 


Assessment, South Birds and 
Carshalton Projects. Kangaroo 
Flat, Victoria. Nov. 1996 for 


Bendigo Mining NL. 
Authors: S.G.Mueck and L. Williams 


This summary is printed here as a prelude 
to the Field Naturalists Club response to the 
EES. 


The flora and fauna of the South Birds and 
Carshalton Projects as proposed by 
Bendigo Mining N.L., are examined. The 
contribution made by these areas to nature 
conservation is assessed, possible impacts 
of the proposed developments are 
considered, and conservation management 
issues are discussed. 


A total of 165 vascular plants species 
(ferns, conifers, flowering plants) have 
been recorded within the South Birds study 
area, of which 98 are indigenous and 67 
(41%) are introduced. At Carshalton a total 
of 196 vascular plant species (ferns, 
conifers, flowering plants) have been 
recorded, of which 123 are indigenous and 
73 (37%) are introduced. The recorded 
vertebrate fauna of both study areas 
comprises 8 mammal species (6 native), 36 
bird species (all native), 3 reptile species 
(all native), and 6 amphibian species (all 
native). 


Observation and quadrat data from within 
the study area indicate that South Birds 
supports an area of Box Ironbark Forest 
(Northern Goldfields) and otherwise 
degraded vegetation dominated by River 
Red Gum which was probably Creek line 
Grassy Woodland before disturbance and 


weed invasion. Carshalton supports areas. 


of Box Ironbark Forest (Northern 
Goldfields), Heathy Dry Forest (Northern 
Goldfields) and Anthropogenic Wetlands. 
Most of the remnant native vegetation has 
been subjected to some degree of 
disturbance (i.e. timber harvesting, roading 
gravel extraction or mining) and weeds are 


a ubiquitous component of all vegetation 
communities identified. 


The South Birds study area was generally 
considered to be of local significance for 
flora and fauna conservation, while the 
south-western corner is considered to be of 
high local significance. South Birds 
supports two plants, two birds and one 
frog considered to be of regional 
significance. It probably also provides 
habitat for two mammals, Brush-tailed 
Phascogale and Yellow-footed Antechinus, 
which are considered to be of state and 
regional significance respectively. 


Carshalton supports one plant considered to 
be of state significance and four plants, 
five birds and one reptile considered to be 
of regional conservation significance. It 
probably also provides habitat for two birds 
and one reptile of national significance, 
one mammal of state significance, and 
three plants, one mammal and four birds 
which are considered rare within the 
region (defined as the Midlands Natural 
Region). 


The impacts of the proposed development 
at the South Birds site on regional 
biodiversity are low and are essentially 
local in effect. At the Carshalton study 
area, the proposed development would 
result in the loss of approximately four 
hectares of relatively intact native vegetation 
and an additional 10 hectares of relatively 
intact Overstorey vegetation. This is 
considered to be a moderate to high 
impact on the biologically significant values 
present and would therefore reduce regional 
biodiversity. The potential impact on 
wildlife from cyanide is considered to be 
relatively low but should be monitored. 


The potential impact of the proposed 
mining operations could be reduced by: 


- maximising the retention of intact native 
vegetation and remnant mature trees; 

- revegetation with locally indigenous 
species as soon as possible after mining 
operations cease. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange fo 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club librarian at our meetings. 


Parkwatch (VPNA) 
December 1996, No. 187 


‘Parks or Profit?’ by Doug Humann 
discusses the great challenge facing park 
managers and park lovers at present: how 
to reconcile the demands of park users with 
the primary need for nature conservation. 
Details are given of the proposals for 
commercial development in Wilsons 
promontory National Park; these carry 
great significance for the future 
management of all our parks. 


‘The Rush to Send East Gippsland 
Overseas’ by Jenny Barnett and Geoff 
Mosley reports on the Regional Forest 
Agreement process for this region. 
Concern is expressed about the insufficient 
time allowed for assessment of all aspects. 
Much of the information in the reports is 
inadequate to enable informed comment on 
current and future forest management. 


‘Coastal Development’ by Tim O’Hara 
points out that nearly three-quarters of 
Australians live within fifty kilometres of 
the coast. Unrestrained and ad hoc 
development continues to be one of the 
greatest threats to Victoria’s coastline. It is 
to be hoped that the recently created 
Victorian Coastal Council will consider all 
aspects in its preparation of strategic plans 
for the coast. 


The Bird Observer (BOCA) 
November 1996, No. 769 


‘Metallic Starlings’ by Marion Crouther 
reports On this migrant species and its 
unique nesting behaviour. It is the only 
australian bird to create nesting colonies 
similar to those of some African weaver 
birds. 


“Hunting for ‘Honeyeaters’ features several 
short accounts of honeyeaters listed at 
various sites: Chiltern Regional Park, 
Grampians NationalPark and the Whroo- 
Rushworth area. 


“September Morning on the Gold Coast’ by 
Keith Semmens describes the surprising 
number of bird species seen along the 
Nerang River before the day’s tourist 
activities disturbed the peace. 


‘Let the Cooper Run Free’ by Jennifer 
Rogers expresses concern at a plan to 
establish cotton farming near Windorah in 
South-West Queensland, using precious 
water from this unpredictable creek system. 


Biolinks (Biodiversity Unit) 


- October 1996 


- A New Direction: Economic Incentives & 
Biodiversity~ 

- Biodiversity Indicators 

- Australia’s Biodiversity & Fire 

- Climate Change & Terrestrial Ecosystems 

- Bush Tucker 

- A National Strategy for Conservation of 
Australia’s Biological Diversity 


Land For Wildlife News 
November 1996 


- Life in the Cemetery: Fawkner 
Crematorium & Memorial Park 

- Weeds & Wildlife 

- Puckapunyal Military Area 

- Ibis: the farmer’s friend. 

- How did this farm get this sign? 

- Managing Victoria’s Koala population. 

- Bats around the Bend. 


Also received recently: 
*Sun-Nat (Sunraysia FNC), Nov. ’96 
Dec. ’96 
*Castlemaine Naturalist (CFNC), Dec. ’96 
*News Sheet (Ballarat FNC), Dec. 96 
*Geelong Naturalist (GFNC), Nov. 96 
*Field Nats News (FNCV), Dec. ’96 
*Environment Victoria, Dec. 96 


Thank You Note: - 
Holsworth 


from Bill 


On two hot Saturday mornings in 
January several members were able to come 
to the Golden Square Senior Citizens Hall 
and do some "Spring Cleaning”. Outside, 
the new sign was installed, tiles were 
fastened down around the planter, some 
weeding and maintenance of the native 
plant garden was done, and the windows 
were washed. Inside, windowsills were 
sanded and painted with estapol, furniture 
dusted, cracks and crevices vacuumed, 
tables wiped down, floors 
mopped/polished/swept/or vacuumed as 
appropriate. The office and storage room 
were Cleaned, and the books and cupboards 
rearrange. John Burtonclay built two 
shelves for additional book storage and 
Diane Collier is continuing with organizing 
our library. 

I would like to thank all those who 
were free to help with this work. We have 
also been thanked in the Addy by the 
Senior Citizens Club president. 

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
been very supportive of our suggestions for 
repairs and maintenance of the Hall. New 
banister rails have been installed and the 


exterior woodwork is to be painted. A paint: 


chart will be displayed so that the BFNC 
and the Senior Citizens can decide on the 
preferred colour. Anthony Sheean 


organized the paving of the area around the 
flag pole. 


December General Meeting: 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


The General Meeting in December started 
with the usual Christmas dinner to which 
everybody contributed something. 

I arrived while everyone was enjoying 
desert (I didn’t plan to eat but my timing on 
these occasions is always impeccable) and 
got talked into finishing mounds of 
strawberries, cream, cakes and many of the 
other delicious left-overs. Thanks Rod for 
lending me your bowl! 

As in previous years, some clever members 
of the committee (and others) had got 
together to devise a trivia quiz. Although I 
was hopeless, I enjoyed it a lot and actually 
learned a few things which I consider not 
trivial at all. For those who missed out, it 
is reproduced on the following pages. It is 
a shame we cannot reproduce the excellent 
conduct of the Quizmaster. 

The answers are on page 13. 

Thanks to the Christmas Committee who 
organised the night and to members who 
turned up and made it a lovely evening. 


BFNC 1996 Christmas Quiz (Solutions on page 13) 


Children's tales 
1 Which 2 Aussies lived with Christopher's mates Winnie the Pooh, Piglet and Eyore etc? 


From the old Victorian State School Reader 
5 Who attacked the little old man and the little old woman? 


Birds Galore 


7 The original TV country soapie was titled after an imaginary town - which town? 

8 Royalty endows a number of species - name 4 

9 Two rare American birds are pursued - one by a pussy cat, the other by a coyote - name the 
birds. 


Fauna & Flora Fun 
1] Which endangered marsupial has survived living in Holdens? 


15 Name 2 Aussies which reached American film cartoons. 


16 Messrs Froggatt, Williamson, Wilson, Dampier, Brown, Gunn have a connection with our 
bushland. What are the common names of plants connected with their names? 


Around Bendigo 
19 A one legged lion, 4 seahorses, a black swan, 4 lyrebirds - where are they? 


History animals 
20 Which small animal inspired Robert the Bruce to continue his battle? 


Four Proverbs 


24 A..... iS not taken twice in the same snare 

MB Chraleeuicnicuninieattaanioniteany 00 me) ly nul WilUnlllll 
2 Owners: iaciasuimedie—oc) . 8.) Ue— oo bla eo 
27 ee Bg ee 
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Collective nouns - name the most 


28 
ao 
30 
31 


Which animals or 


35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


Exaltation of..... 


appropriate birds 


Shoe polish 


plants are associated with the following? 


Tomato sauce 


Jam 


Starch and socks 


Petrol 


Commonwealth Bank 


Margarine 


Playboy magazine 


ween ern 


Cryptic towns in central Victoria 
43 


44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 


Pharaoh's tomb on high 
Marsupial horizontalis 


Pussy Galore's boss likes this geometric form 


No black plains here 

The woodman left it in the valley 

It sounds like a sneeze on the Murray 
John Wayne appeared there often 
Double raptore 

Gillies big special 

rx boat without a sail 


A Tiver crossing in a valley 
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Christmas quiz 
54 Name 4 Christmas fauna 


oe oe a ee 


59 That Rupert Murdoch of Christmas givers who splurged on all 12 days - 
(a) How many species of birds? 


i oe ee eee i a on on rrr 
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Solutions to the Quiz questions: 
Marks given in brackets 


. Kanga and Roo (1) 

. Snake and Goanna (1) 

. Snugglepot & Cuddlepie (1) 

. Toad, Rat, Mole, Badger, Weasel, 
Stoats, Humans (1) 


RWNR 


. Hobyahs (1) 

. Yellow Dog Dingo (1) 

. Bellbird (1) 

. Royal Spoonbill, Regent Bowerbird, 
Regent Albatross, Regent Parrot, 
Princess Parrot, King Parrot, King 
Quail. (4) 

9. Roadrunner, Tweety-pie (1) 

10. Rin-tin-tin, Lassie, Pluto, Goofy, 
Greyfriars Bobbie, Hooch, Beethoven, 

101 Dalmatians. (4) 


Onn 


11. Eastern Barred Bandicoot (1) 

12. Rabbit, Hare, Fox, Cat, Goat (4) 

13. Monty Python (1) 

14. Redfin, Carp, Rainbow and Brown 
Trout, Salmon, Tench. (up to 6) 

15. Kangaroo, Tassie Devil (2) 

16. Kamarooka Mallee, Whirrakee Wattle, 
Violet Honey Myrtle, Dampiera, 
Brunonia, Ploughshare Wattle. (6) 

17. Apple (1) 

18. Ringo Starr, Paul MacCartney, John 
Lennon, George Harrison (1) 


19. Inside Post Office, Alexandra 
Fountain, ? Old Pub Howards Place (4) 
(not sure about these answers) 


20. Spider (1) 

21. Elephant (1) 

22. Wolf (1) 

23. Horse, Alexander the Great (2) 


24. Fox 
25. Wolf 
26. Rats 
27. Pig (1 each) 
28. Exaltation of Larks 

29. Charm of Goldfinches 

30. Paddling of Ducks 

31. Bevy of Quails 

32. Parliament of Owls . 

33. Murder of Crows 


34. Siege of Herons (1 each) 


35. Kiwi 

36. White Crow 

37. Eastern Rosella 

38. Robin 

39. Tiger, Shell, Pegasus 

40. Elephants 

41. Daffodil 

42. Rabbits (1 each) 

43. Pyramid Hill 

44. Kangaroo Flat 

45. Golden Square 

46. White Hills 

47. Axedale 

48. Echuca 

49. Great Western 

50. Eaglehawk 

51. Pyalong 

52. Euroa 

53. Daylesford (1 each) 

54. Reindeer, Sheep, Cattle, Donkey, 
Camels (4) 

55. Partridge, Turkey, Goose, Robin (3) 

56. Holly, Ivy, Mistletoe, Xmas Tree (4) 

57. Donner, Blitzen, Dasher, Prancer, 
Cupid, Comet. (4) 

58. Frankincense: aromatic gum, 
embalming oil; 
Myrrh: spice, aromatic resin (2) 

59. 6, 184 (2) 

60. Marleys Ghost, Ghost of Future, 
Ghost of Xmas Past, Ghost of Xmas 
present. (4) 


The winning team got 86 marks!! 


Bendigo Alpine Club Calendar: 


February 21-23 

Grampians Base Camp. 
Contact Diane + Mick Floyd, 
ph. 54 414777 


March 2 
Clean up Australia Day 


March 18 

BAC General Meeting - Field Naturalists 
Clubrooms, 8pm. 

Guest speaker: Peter Ellis - Conservation 
History of the Whipstick State Park. 


March 23 
Federation Day Walk - Kinglake National 
Park. 


April 4-6 
Mount Buffalo Base Camp. 
Contact: Kerrie Norris, ph. 54 478017 
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Reminder: 
VFNCA Camp at Howman’s Gap on 
the weekend starting 7th March. 


If you have not found out about this camp 
till now, or you recently made up your 
mind to attend, please do something about 
it quickly! 

Contacts: Dick Southcombe or Noel 
Schleiger (VFNCA) via Jane Cleary 
(484396) 


—_—— ee 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held 
at the Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Building, Old High Street, Golden Square, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


Speaker Syllabus for 1997 General 
Meetings 


12 FEBRUARY: 7.30pm. 
Members night to show slides, natural 
history objects, discuss, talk, and socialize. 
Opportunity for planning excursions, 
investigating the library, etc. 


12 MARCH: 7.30pm 
Bird Reserves in Britain. 
Speaker: 
Naturalists Club 


9 APRIL Roadside Conservation 
Speaker: David Fairbridge, Roadside 
Conservation Committee, 


14. MAY Land Conservation Council 
study of the Box Ironbark Forests in 
Victoria 

Speaker: Paul Peake or Simon 
Ransome, Land Conservation Council, 


4 or 5 JUNE Special Public Lecture to 
be arranged for 
World Environment Day 


11 JUNE Fauna Conservation in Box and 
Ironbark Forests. 


Speaker: Dr Andrew Bennett, 

School of Aquatic Science and Natural 
Resources Management 

Deakin University, Rusden Campus, 

9 JULY Earthquakes 

Speaker: Dr Gary Gibson 


Head, Seismology Department, RMIT, 
Melbourne 


13. AUGUST Natural History in 
Croajingolong National Park. East 
Gippsland, Victoria. 


Speaker: Bob Semmens 
10 SEPTEMBER 
Annual General Meeting 
Speaker: To be announced 


Greg Binns, Ballarat Field 


8 OCTOBER Botanic Gardens or 
eee Natural History 

Dr Moors, 
Malbor ae Botanic Gardens 


12 NOVEMBER _ Topic: ? 
Speaker: Member or local naturalist 


Director, 


10 DECEMBER (Christmas dinner) 


Excursions 

The assembly point for excursions is 
outside the Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Building, Old High Street, Golden Square, 
unless otherwise specified. Full-day 
Excursions normally commence at 10am. 
Please check details (or any changes) in the 
Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


Bird Observers Group 


February 7, 7:30pm 

Arrivals and Departures- Discussion on 
seasonal movements. Leader Anne Bridley 
Syllabus Plans for the coming year will 
also be discussed - have your say on what 
you want the Bird Group to do. . 
Bird of the Night - Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater 


March 7, 7:30pm 

Rob and Cynthia Watkins will give a talk 
on their recent trip to Africa. 

Bird of the Night - White-faced Chat 


April 4, 7:30pm 


_ Mary Wilson will speak about her Grass 
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Wren Tour 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or 
pay $1 for supper. This small amount is 
used to reimburse members who purchase 
essential supper supplies. 


